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Dear Partners in Mission, 

 

Where does the summer go?  It seems like just yesterday the kids were enjoying their first 

day of summer break and now we’re already wrapping it up as sports and activities restart 

in August. One of the reasons summer has gone so fast for my family is a series of road 

trips and vacations we have taken.  During each of those trips, we depended heavily on 

maps/ GPS and navigation systems to help us find our destination.   
 

Last month, I spoke about the many changes that we are facing and emphasized that in 

the midst of all the changes around us, the best thing we can do is turn to Jesus, knowing 

He is our foundation and our source of peace, hope and stability.  But we cannot turn to 

Jesus if we don’t know where to find him.  That is why we need something like a map that 

will guide us to Jesus.   
 

The idea of a map leading to Jesus came from an episode of The Chosen- a new online 

series about Jesus and his followers.  I highly recommend watching the series as it gives a 

fresh way to look at familiar stories.   In the final episode of Season 2, there was a scene 

where Jesus and Matthew are talking, and Jesus explains that he wants to leave people a 

map of where to find him.  He continues by sharing a series of statements known as the 

beatitudes, in which he blesses people others would call cursed or at least unfortunate. 

“Blessed are the poor, Blessed are the persecuted, Blessed are the peacemakers, Blessed 

are those who mourn, the meek, the merciful and the pure in heart…for theirs is the 

kingdom of God.”  After Jesus finishes, Matthew looks confused, saying, “I don’t 

understand. I thought you wanted to give people a map.”  Jesus replies, “If someone wants 

to find me, those are the groups they should look for.”   
 

Wow. I’ve never thought of the beatitudes as a map of where to find Jesus- and a 

statement of what groups we should be focusing on.   It really strikes me how differently 

we tend to see the world and where we prefer to place our attention.  Most of us pay 

attention to people who are popular, rich and famous-- professional sport players, movie 

stars, famous singers and bands, youtubers, social media influencers.  Their faces are the 

ones that fill our screens.  They are the people our children tend to look up and want to be 

like.  But as Christians, we should seek above all to be like Jesus- and Jesus did not see the 

world in the same way most of us do.  He paid attention to the poor, the outcast, the 

marginalized, the weak.  And he wants us to do the same.  
 

Maybe we’ve been using the wrong map when it comes to where we place our attention.  

Maybe it’s time to remind ourselves who Jesus sees as important and worthy of our time 

and attention.  I think about people seeing celebrities walking down a street and getting 

so excited they want to run over and say hi or take a picture with them.  Jesus wants us to 

be that excited when we see someone in need.  Instead of ignoring them or looking down 

on them, we should run over and talk with them, care for them, serve them and remind 

them that Jesus calls the blessed.  
 

Beloved, if we want to find Jesus and experience the peace, purpose and joy he alone can 

give, then we need to start using the right map and open our eyes to see the people so 

many have overlooked.  The more our focus is in the right place, (loving and serving 

people in need) the better our lives and our world will be.   

 

Have a blessed August as you seek to be a blessing to others.   -Pastor Dan 
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      August 
 

8/2 Makaila Eickhoff; David & Nancy Harrison – Anniv.  
8/4 Claira Johnson, Katie Pickett, Sammi Bakke 
8/5 Todd Ebner, Dean Solberg, Madison Scheevel; Heath & Melanie Olstad – 
Anniv., Steve Corson & Nancy Hengeveld – Anniv.     
8/6 Barrett Copeman, Samantha Trende, Logan Corson, Lucas Bredberg,  
Oliver Kling-Punt 
8/7 Steve Corson, Makenna Gatzke, Diane Johnson, Lyle Schultz, Kamrick 
Shumpert 
8/8 Carl Bakalyar, Jim Fossum  
8/10 Justin Ristau, Danny Serfling   
8/11 Jim Bakken, Scott Hellickson; Darrel & Bev Olson – Anniv., Marvin & 
Brenda Ristau – Anniv.  
8/12 Dan Bredberg, Averlene Marzolf, Courtney Schroeder, Richard Milne 
8/13 Hunter Benson; Arnie & Lynn Benson – Anniv.   
8/15 Tammy Gatzke, Bruce Hoff 
8/16 Evelyn Mensink  
8/18 Erik Topness, Casey Albrecht, Katie Kerns, Ron Laughlin, Karis Bredberg; 
Ron & Marilyn Schreier – Anniv.  
8/19 Abbey Hellickson  
8/20 Jon Haugan, Pat Tollefson, Shelly Topness, JoElla Finseth; Ron Laughlin  
& Sandy Amundson – Anniv,    
8/21 Jeff Bennett, Bob Hanson, Andrew Pederson    
8/22 Val Christensen, Dorothy Kiehne, Ascher Ostrom, Don Riehl; Glenn & 
Merrily Dale – Anniv.   
8/23 Luke Johnson, Jeff Trende, Adam Harstad   
8/24 Randy Brevig, Marvin Ristau, Camryn Severson; Jim & Sheila Marzolf – 
Anniv., Richard & Linda Wolfe – Anniv,    
8/25 Jonas Corson, Siri Corson 
8/26 Shelley Fabian, Cindy Mensink, Arlene Staupe; David & Kathy Scheevel – 
Anniv.  
8/27 Bruce Fishbaugher, Jon Johnson, Scott Wilson, Graceyn Riecks; Dean & 
Carol Solberg – Anniv., Brett & Jade Grabau – Anniv.  
8/28 Gary Hellickson, Levi Hahn-Yetter; Todd & Darla Ebner – Anniv.  
8/29 Zachary Reicks, Elias Corson, Ava Severson   
8/30 Madalyn Chase  
8/31 Andrea Hellickson, Paul Schmidt, Dan Solberg; DeWayne & Norma Vogt- 
Anniv 

 

SAVE THE DATE for the 60th Anniversary Celebration of Christ Lutheran’s 

Building Dedication:  
 

We plan to celebrate the 60th anniversary of the dedication of Christ Lutheran 

Church on Sunday October 10th, 2021.   Pastor Norman Wahl, son of Pastor 

Walter E.N. Wahl will be the guest speaker.  More details to come... 

  

If you have stories, history or photos to share, or if you have ideas for ways we 

can celebrate this 60th anniversary, please call the office at 765-2161, stop by 

to talk, or email office@christlutheranpreston.org     

  

                                         Opportunities To Serve_____________________________ 

We are all members of one body, each with a different function, and all are 

needed to keep our church body healthy.  Thank you for considering using your 

gifts to serve the church.  Here are a few current opportunities to serve. 

*We are currently in need of 4 new church council members.  We meet on the 

second Wednesday of each month.  Please contact Kristin Bunge (507-421-

4231) or Dawn Hellickson (507-272-6606) if interested or ask Pastor Dan or 

any current council members if you have questions. 

  

*Christ Kids is hoping to resume programming this fall, but we cannot do it 

without leaders.   We need your help in providing faith education and 

fellowship time for our young people.  We are seeking 10-12 volunteers 

(adults or high schoolers) to lend a small portion of their time on Sunday 

mornings. Please contact Kristin Bunge at 507-421-4231 if interested.  Thanks! 

 
 

Announcement about craft/bake sale at Christ Lutheran: 

Please help spread the word that Christ Lutheran plans to have a craft/bake sale on 

Saturday, December 4th that will be open to the community.  We also will have a 

smaller amount of crafts and baked goods available for purchase on Sunday mornings 

the rest of December.    

In addition to the variety of items that will be made by our Christ's Crafters group, we 

are looking for people who are willing to bring in other crafts and gift shop items.  You 

can leave your donations in the church office or in the crafting room downstairs.   

We are also looking for people willing to bring in baked goods --especially lefse and 

Norwegian sweets. We are thinking of taking advanced orders for lefse which can be 

picked up in December.  If you are willing to participate in lefse making at church, 

please contact Amanda or Pastor Dan. 

We hope this craft and baked goods sale can help us fund our ministry and provide 

opportunities for fellowship that will be missed due to canceling this year's Norwegian 

Buffet.    

 

Thank you!    
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                God writes the gospel not in the Bible alone, but 
on trees and flowers and clouds and stars.  

-Martin Luther  

 

How blessed are we by the beauty of mountains, 
forests, lakes,  oceans and fields? The sun, wind, snow, 
and rain are all gifts from  God. The wonder of creation 
surrounds us. Let us bask in the quiet  moments spent 

in nature when God feels so near! Share these  
moments with your family or just keep it between you 
and God.  Begin with “highs and lows” the best and 
worst moments of your  day, read the nature themed 
verses of scripture found on the other  side of this 
sheet, pray and end by blessing each other, with a 

cross  on the forehead and words like “May you know 
you’re cherished and  beautiful in God’s eyes and 

mine!”  
 

     

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 



 
 

                                          
 
 
Greg Hoff 
John Hanning 
Mark Leao 
Kylee Shumpert 
Donna Conlan  
Hannah Grabau  
Rosalie Krips 
Val Christensen  
Barb Barrett 
Bo Bakke 
Bridget Case 
Steve Kling 
Joann Struthers 
Arlen Kiehne 
Richard and Florence Johnson 
Walt and Mary Lou Hansen 
Wenonah Berkland 
Don Berkland, who is at Harmony Care Center 
Dorothy Kiehne, who is at Chosen Valley Care Center 
Marga Moen, who is at Chosen Valley Care Center    
Jim and Violet Hahn, who are at The Harmony Place 
Helen Haugen, who is at Park Lane Estates 
Marilyn Bunge, who is at Park Lane Estates 
Aaron Klompenhower, who is at Park Lane Estates 
Dave Sunde, who is at Park Lane Estates 
Eloise Hoff, who is at Traditions 
Jeanette Schmidt, who is at Traditions 
Averlene Marzolf, who is at Traditions 
Irene Aarre, who is at Traditions 
Adie Milne, who is at Traditions  
Muriel Hanson, who is at Traditions  
Shirley Jertson, who is at Spring Valley Care Center 
Helen Haugerud, who is at The Waters on Mayowood  

 

 

 

 

 

 
                            
                August Service Group 
Chairperson: Fabian, Shelley; Kendyl ........ 507-951-9976 

                                    

 

Britton, Neil & Linda .............................................. 2515 

Broadwater, Terri .................................................. 4760 

Glaser, Lynn ............................................ 507-202-6248 

Hahn, Chris ............................................. 507-273-9298 

Hahn, Braden & Sarah ............................. 507-273-0982 

Hall, Steve & Joanne ................................ 952-913-0859 

Harrison, Dave & Nancy ......................... 507-272-4245 

Hoff, Greg & LuAnn .................................. 507-696-1194 

Hoff, Shauna ........................................... 507-429-2485 

Marzolf, James & Sheila .......................... 507-456-7784 

Raaen, Keith & Denise ............................................ 2488 

Scheevel, David & Kathy .......................... 507-421-5997 

Schumacher, Dean & Cheryl .................... 507-459-4944 

Topness, Erik & Shelly; Marissa ................. 507-951-5637 

 

Scheduled Events:    

 

 
******************************************************************** 

                 

                                  Worship Assistants in August 

Acolytes  

                              1   Cora Britton 

                              8  Mady Wingert 

                             15   Blaine Niemeyer 

                             22  Kyla Hellickson  

                             29  Maddie Topness 

 

Computer Tech  

                              1   Siri Corson 

                              8  Maggie Dempewolf 

                             15   Matt Marzolf  

                             22  Lucas Bredberg  

                             29  Jillian Tieskotter 

 

Money Counters 

1 Kristin Bunge/Jo Randall          15 Sandy Amundson/Carol Solberg               

8 Steve Corson/Brad Leathers     22 Rebecca Schwingle/Susan Hager 

                   29 Dawn Hellickson/Amanda Means  

  


