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Dear Partners in Mission, 

 

Welcome to summer, my favorite season of the year.  I have always loved summer, partly 

because I am not a big fan of cold weather, partly due to fond memories of summer 

vacations and breaks from school, and partly because of 1000 other reasons!  As we enter 

into these summer months, I am very grateful we are seeing lower case numbers and 

easing restrictions after a year and a half of so much isolation and so many shutdowns.  

Know that we as a church are doing our best to keep up with these changes, allowing for 

greater freedom, but also keeping safety in mind.  We want to keep our love for God and 

neighbor at the center of all our decisions.   

 

As I think about keeping God at the center, I am reminded of the sermon I gave about 

hearing and responding to God’s word.  When we mishear God’s voice, we tend to fill 

ourselves with guilt and shame, which gets us caught on the treadmill of self-

improvement- an endless cycle that never brings us to the progress and freedom we 

desire.  The cycle looks like this:  We form a plan like “I should be more patient” and we 

try really hard to do it.  We may even succeed for a while but eventually, all that trying 

hard to change ourselves leads to fatigue.  Over time, exhaustion sets in and we quit.  We 

give up on our plan until we feel enough guilt about the problem to convince ourselves 

we need to come up with a new plan and what… we try harder again, get tired again, quit 

again, feel guilty again. 

Thankfully, God offers us a way out of this cycle. When we humble ourselves, admit that 

we do not have all the answers, we do not know all the solutions to our problems, and 

turn to God for help, we enter into a new, life-giving cycle-- the cycle of hearing and 

responding to God’s word.  In this healthy cycle, we listen for the good news God speaks 

to us and then respond by believing God’s word and acting on it.  Listen, respond, act. 

This cycle leads to true transformation because it is anchored in God’s word of grace 

(which helps free us from the weight of guilt), and it invites us to work in partnership 

with God, instead of trying to do everything alone.  

 

I want to close by once again sharing with you steps we can take to learn this new cycle 

of hearing and responding to God’s word.   

   

      1. Identify a challenge or situation you are facing in your life right now.  Ideally this 

will be something you’ve already been cycling around for some time (try harder, fatigue, 

quit, guilt, try harder). It could be a relational tension, a parenting problem, a bad habit, 

an anger issue, etc. 

 

     2.  Resist the urge to fix yourself!  Don’t just come up with another plan that you’re 

going to try really hard at. Try saying out loud, “I don’t have to do this alone!”   

  

     3. Create space and invite God to speak into your life.  Pause and listen for God’s 

word of grace to you. Listen for the GOOD NEWS God is speaking to you.  Remember, 

God loves you. He is for you, not against you.  If you feel guilt or shame, or if your first 

thought about what God is saying is I should try harder, listen again. Wait to hear God’s 

word of grace.   

 

    4. Act in response to the Good News you heard God speak.  Once you hear God’s word 

of grace, believe it and act on it.  Notice that you are not doing something on your own  
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and depending on willpower to solve your problem. Rather, you are doing something in 

response to God and depending on His power to lead you.  

 

I pray these steps can help you escape from the cycle of self-improvement and step 

into the freedom that comes from hearing and responding to God’s word of grace.   

 

In Christ, 

Pastor Dan 

 
********************************************************************************* 

                 60th Anniversary of Christ Lutheran’s Building Dedication  

We are looking for help gathering stories, memories, photos and memorabilia as we 
prepare to celebrate the 60th anniversary of our building dedication.  Christ Lutheran 
church’s building dedication took place on August 20th, 1961.  We thought it would be fun 
to take time this fall to have a special service where we share some of our church history 
including stories about how St. Paul’s German and St. Paul’s Norwegian /Grace Lutheran 
churches merged to form Christ Lutheran. 
  
If you have stories, history or photos to share, or if you have ideas for ways we can 
celebrate this 60th anniversary, please call the office at 765-2161, stop by to talk, or 
email office@christlutheranpreston.org     
  
Thanks for your help! 

********************************************************************************* 

                                             Norwegian Buffet Survey 

 
Church Council is looking for your input as we seek to make a decision by June whether or 
not to have our Norwegian Buffet this December.  We know there are still many variables 
and unknowns between now and the end of the year, but our planning process needs to 
begin soon.  This cannot be a decision made by a few people, as it takes nearly all of us 
working together to make this event a success.  Thanks for helping us make this decision 
together.    
 
If you have not already voted in person at church or voted on our facebook page, please 
email office@christlutheranpreston.org to let us know your opinion.  You are also 
welcome to call or email us with any questions, concerns or ideas.  
 
1. Yes, we should have our Norwegain Buffet as we have done in the past. 
 
2. No, we should not have our Norwegain Buffet. 
 
3. We should try out some other kind of fundraiser/ community builder.  
 
(please share any ideas you have for alternatives to the annual Norwegian Buffet) 
 
We appreciate all of your thoughts, ideas and opinions as we discern what to do.    
 
Peace, 
Pastor Dan and your 2021 Church Council  

 

 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 
 

 

      JUNE 
 

6/1 Florence Johnson, Heidi Johnson, Jenna Keune  
6/2 Eileen Linden, Phyllis Solberg; Don & Wenonah Berkland – Anniv.    
6/3 Karen Koch, Ila Mae Olstad 
6/4 Dan & Penny Solberg – Anniv.    
6/5 Cooper Pickett, Rhenee Grabau   
6/6 Stuart Corson, Blaine Niemeyer 
6/7 Payton Schwingle, Tyson Ristau, Jeanette Schmidt, Waldo Leathers; 
Allan & Diane Marzolf – Anniv. 
6/8 Brogan Hahn, Carole Collett; Rusty & Pam Schroeder – Anniv.   
6/9 Gail Bunge, Kristin Bunge, Matt Marzolf; Ryan & Sara Kling-Punt – 
Anniv., Keith & Diane Johnson – Anniv.  
6/10 Amy Rain  
6/12 Jim Hahn, Richard Johnson, Jim Keune, Nick Marzolf, Jerry Olson; 
Steve & Diane Carr – Anniv.    
6/13 Hadie Williams, Amanda Sethre 
6/14 Jordan Ristau; Bruce & Kathy Fishbaugher - Anniv 
6/15 Megan Severson, Joyce Every; Trevor & Sara Niemeyer – Anniv.  
6/16 Colin Pickett 
6/17 Adam Severson; Richard & Florence Johnson – Anniv., Rich & Jackie 
Burmeister – Anniv.    
6/18 Lynn Haugan, Craig Britton; Jeff & Sheila Buenger – Anniv.  
6/19 Luke Hellickson; Michael & Margaret Johnson – Anniv., Jeff & Linda 
Trende – Anniv. 
6/20 Penny Solberg, Michael Harrison, Kari Mensink, Abigail Parker, William 
Parker, Cheryl Severson, Elizabeth Mensink  
6/21 Mari Lyn Bakke, Tyler Trende, Tanner Ristau; LaVerne & Denise 
Paulson – Anniv.   
6/22 Linda Marzolf, Megan Persons  
6/24 Paul & Karen Schmidt – Anniv. 
6/25 Susan Hager   
6/26 Sheila Buenger  
6/28 Marcia Johnson, Connor Nagle  
6/29 Marissa Bremseth, Diane Carr, Lew Randall, Pat Scheevel 
6/30 Lauren Mensink, Henry Collett, Streat Speer 
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Christ Lutheran Church Council  
Agenda/Meeting Minutes 

Date: 05/12/2021  
Meeting time: 7:00-8:30 
Present for meeting: Rebecca Schwingle, Susan Hager, Carol Solberg, Mike Erdman, Pastor 
Dan, Brad Leathers, Steve Corson  
Absent: Dave Harrison  

 
Devotion Reflection- Steve Corson (also send a thank you out this month) 
New business: 

• Kristin Bunge is willing to clean the church Memorial Day Weekend, Brad will 
coordinate w/Dan to see what all needs to happen 

• Thank Susan Kiehne for service on Church Council 
• Welcome Carol Solberg 
• Christ Lutheran Building dedication was August 20, 1961.  

i. Would like to do something in recognition of this year being the 
60th year. 

Old business: 
• Norwegian Buffet: 

i. Rebecca will call a few more people to find out if they are willing to be on a 
general committee to handle all the ticket sales, advertising, money, calling 
people to help, ordering supplies. 

ii. We will do a poll of some sort (E-mail, Facebook, vote at church etc.) to see 
whether the congregation is all willing to do the Norwegian dinner for 
2021. The majority of the 2019 Committee Chairs for the dinner said they 
would chair their area again for a 2021 dinner if it occurs. 

iii. We would like to see a decision made at the June 2021 meeting 
• Senior Recognition is May 23, 2021. (Amanda sending letters to Seniors) 
• Status of Elevator Repairs, we know some work as been done. Brad to follow up 

and see if they are complete. 
• Scott Wilson continues to seek out complete estimates for Front Walkway 

replacement.  $6500 is the cost to remove from Scheevel & Sons (Huge discount) 
• Replacements for Weekly Communion (Outreach at Park Lane and Traditions) 

Carol Solberg and Rebecca Schwingle will do on occasion, would still like more 
volunteers for this. 

• Status of Checking in on all Members – What letters are yet to be contacted? 
Treasurer’s Report:  Financial reports will be e-mailed for review and approved by 
consensus during monthly meeting. 
Secretary’s Report:  Minutes will be e-mailed for review and approved by consensus 
during monthly meeting. 

Team meeting highlights 
Evangelism & Stewardship (Susan Hager) 

• No Meetings Held 
Property (Bradley Leathers) 

• Cost to remove front walkway would be $6,500.  Still looking at getting complete 
quote for entire replacement. 

• Smoke Detector in Kitchen still acting up 
• Bob the Bug Man treatment has been great for the Asian beetle infestation 

Worship and Music (Steve Corson) 
• No meetings held; Minutes will be e-mailed for review and approved by 

consensus during monthly meeting. 
 
 

 
Youth (Dave Harrison)  

• No meetings held; Minutes will be e-mailed for review and approved by 
consensus during monthly meeting. 

• National Youth gathering has been postponed until 2022 
Education (Rebecca Schwingle) 

• No meetings held; Minutes will be e-mailed for review and approved by 
consensus during monthly meeting. 

Pastor’s Report 
Pastor Dan’s Council Report for May 2021 
Summer Devotional plan. (Bible app or Christ in Our Home Devotional)  
I am scheduled to resume worship services or Bible study at Traditions, Park Lane and 
Harmony Care center. 
We are also looking for people willing to offer lay home communion to those who request 
it.  
Youth Sunday went well. Thanks to all the leaders, parents and youth involved in the 
service and in this past year of confirmation.  
High School Senior Recognition Sunday is planned for May 23rd  
As guidelines change, we should have more discussions about expectations for worship 
(masks, distancing, singing, etc).  
Thank you to Carol Solberg for agreeing to fulfill Susan K’s remaining months on council.  
I will be on vacation from June 18th-24th.  Shirley Gangstad will lead the service Sunday 
June 20th 
Follow up with council connection plan- reaching out and calling members.  
 
Approval of reports (by consensus) 
Next Council meeting scheduled: Wednesday June 9, 2021- 7 pm 
Lightening Round of Celebrations / Prayer Request 
 
Adjourn – Close with prayer, meeting ended with the Lord’s Prayer  
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Rebecca Schwingle (Secretary) 

 
 
 

Your church council currently has one seat vacant and is 
seeking an immediate replacement. Also, at the end of 2021, 

there will be three seats that will need to be filled. Please 
consider serving your church. Contact Pastor Dan, the 
church office, or nominating committee members Dawn 

Hellickson and Kristin Bunge if interested. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

*CLASS OF 2021* 
 

On Sunday, May 23rd we celebrated Graduate Recognition 
Sunday. Congratulations and Best of Luck! 

Ajay Ristau, Eve Grabau, Kelly Ristau, Nolan Bremseth, Keanna 
Weadman, Kjerstiana Corson, Kennedy Ristau, Cadence Jones, and  

Hadley Yoder 

 

 
 

                                   Community Garden 

We are looking for a new home for Christ Lutheran’s Community Garden.  Our 

community garden was started to help provide fresh food to the Preston Food Shelf 

and offer a way for congregation members to serve our community.  Jon and Lynn 

Haugen have hosted the garden on their property for the last number of years and are 

willing to offer advice and share information on what has been grown and who has 

helped with planning, weeding and harvest.  

One of the reasons they hope to find a new home for the garden is their location has 

too much shade, so an ideal location would be in full sun.  Please let us know if you 

are interested in putting in a community garden in your yard/ on your farm/ or in 

another ideal location.  (You can email office@christlutheranpreston.org or call 507-

765-2161.) This garden has been a blessing to the food shelf and we hope it can 

continue with your help.   

Please be sure to thank Jon and Lynn Haugen and Elsa Bye who have done most of 

the work in our community garden the last few years.  If you cannot host the garden, 

but are willing to help with tilling/planting/ watering/ weeding and/or harvesting, 

please contact us as well and we will get your name on the garden helper list. 
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The family of Eugene Major 
Donna Conlan  
Merrily Dale  
Hannah Grabau  
Rosalie Krips 
Val Christensen  
Barb Barrett 
Jennifer Leathers 
Bo Bakke 
Bridget Case 
Steve Kling 
Joann Struthers, mother of Amy Grabau 
Arlene Staupe 
Arlen Kiehne 
Richard and Florence Johnson 
Walt and Mary Lou Hansen 
Wenonah Berkland 
Don Berkland, who is at Harmony Care Center 
Dorothy Kiehne, who is at Chosen Valley Care Center 
Marga Moen, who is at Chosen Valley Care Center    
Jim and Violet Hahn, who are at The Harmony Place 
Helen Haugen, who is at Park Lane Estates 
Marilyn Bunge, who is at Park Lane Estates 
Aaron Klompenhower, who is at Park Lane Estates 
Dave Sunde, who is at Park Lane Estates 
Eloise Hoff, who is at Traditions 
Jeanette Schmidt, who is at Traditions 
Averlene Marzolf, who is at Traditions 
Irene Aarre, who is at Traditions 
Adie Milne, who is at Traditions  
Muriel Hanson, who is at Traditions  
Shirley Jertson, who is at Spring Valley Care Center 
Helen Haugerud, who is at The Waters on Mayowood  
 

Register for Summer Camp at Good Earth Village! 
After prayerful discernment, the staff and board of Good Earth Village have 

decided that our program focus this summer will be one-day adventure 
experiences and intergenerational overnight camps. We are joyfully planning 
for wonderful themed days for K-12 grade campers and fun faith-filled family 

experiences onsite. 
 

Register online at goodearthvillage.org   

Forms have been sent out and you can also pick them up in the narthex. 

 
                     June Service Group 

Chairpersons:  Marzolf, Erlyn & Sandy ........... 507-273-7475 

   Schwingle, Jason & Rebecca............ 507-272-1107 

                                 

Amundson, Sandy & Ron Laughlin .................. 507-421-8945 

Britton, Craig & Lori ......................................... 507-251-1806 

Erding, Becca ................................................. 507-273-6094 

Fishbaugher, Bruce & Kathy........................................... 2186 

Hanning, Barb ............................................... 507-993-3296 

Harstad, Katie & Jay ...................................... 507-269-3045 

Johnson, Heidi ................................................ 507-450-4195 

Marzolf, John & Teresa .................................. 507-273-7476 

Ostern, Kevin ................................................... 507-273-8211 

Parker, Gary & Mindy; William, Abigail .......... 507-421-4258 

Schmidt, Paul & Karen .................................... 507-273-6278 

Schwartz, Ellen ............................................... 507-268-4338 

Vogt, DeWayne & Norma .............................. 507-696-9685 

 
******************************************************************** 

                Worship Assistants in June 

Acolytes  

                              6    Matt Marzolf 

                             13    Chase Gatzke 

                             20   Jillian Tieskotter  

                             27   Jersey Ristau 

 

Computer Tech  

                              6    Kammry Broadwater 

                             13    Boston Wright 

                             20   Claytin Wingert  

                             27   Elias Corson  

 

Money Counters 

 6 Kristin Bunge/Jo Randall          20 Sandy Amundson/Carol Solberg               

 13 Steve Corson/Brad Leathers    27 Rebecca Schwingle/Susan Hager  

 

Ministerial Acts in May 
Funeral 
May 19        Eugene Howard Henry Major (1929-2021) 

 

 

 

 


