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Dear Partners in Mission, 

 

The month of July brings to mind fireworks, flags, grilling, time at the lake and other 

good memories.  As we celebrate our nations independence, it is important to pause, 

say “Thank You” and remember the sacrifices so many made so that we could enjoy the 

many freedoms we have.   I was grateful to be part of this year’s Memorial Day service 

held outside of the Preston courthouse.  Seeing all those flags and hearing the long list 

of names read- representing people who served in the armed forces and are now laid 

to rest- was a humbling experience.   

 

At that Memorial Day service, I spoke about another act of remembrance that took 

place in the book of Joshua.  In this story, Joshua and the Israelites miraculously cross 

the Jordan river and finally enter the Promised Land after centuries of slavery in Egypt 

and 40 years in the desert.  God provided a way across the raging Jordan river by 

instructing Joshua to have priests carry the Ark of the Covenant to the edge of the 

river.  As soon as the priest’s feet touched the Jordan river, the water backed up for 

miles on each side and the nation of Israel was able to cross on dry land.  Then, God 

told Joshua to select 12 men to gather 12 large stones from the river and use them to 

build a monument that would help people remember for generations to come how 

God safely led them into the Promised Land.   

 

But the stones were not just about remembering the past, they also were a promise 

about the future. In the midst of a very scary time, when the Israelites would have to 

fight many battles against powerful armies, God promised the Israelites that there will 

be a day when the wars and fighting are over, a day God’s people will live at peace in 

the promised land, a day their children will come back and see that pile of stones.  And 

when they ask what those stones mean, their parents will use those stones to help the 

next generation remember God’s power and protection that brought them across the 

Jordan, through battles and into a place of peace.  

  

We concluded our Memorial Day service by doing something very similar to Joshua 

and the Israelites, using stones to help us remember.  We walked up to Crown Hill 

Cemetery and visited the graves of loved ones who have gone to their eternal home.  

Like Joshua’s river stones, those gravestones are both a reminder of the past and a 

promise of the future.  As a reminder of the past, they help us honor and remember 

the brave men and women who gave their lives in service to our country.  Jesus said, 

“Greater love has no one than this, that a person lay down their life for their friends.  

But those gravestones are also a reminder of our future and the hope we have in 

Christ.  You’ll notice on many of those gravestones is a symbol- the cross- that points 

us to Jesus and helps us remember the sacrifice he made for us.  The cross will forever 

stand as a symbol of hope, reminding us how much God loved us, that He gave His 

only son, so that all who believe in him would not perish but have eternal life.     

When we look at the gravestones of our loved ones and are tempted to give in to 

despair, the cross promises us there will be a day when all fighting, wars and death will 

be over; a day when no one will have to die to protect others, a day when all who died 

will rise again.  As we pause this month and remember those who died to protect our 

country and secure the freedoms we enjoy, let us also remember that because of Jesus 

even those who died have a future; for his love is stronger than death, and he promises 

us their stories did not end with their last earthly breath.   
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The cross reminds us that no matter how much pain we face, no matter how difficult 

our present circumstances are, there is always hope.  For that hope, the sure and 

certain hope of resurrection to eternal life, we say Thank You. 

 

In Christ, 

Pastor Dan 

 

 

*********************************************************************************                             

Norwegian Buffet Update: 

After much time, effort, communication and prayerful consideration, your church 

leadership has decided that we will not have the Norwegian buffet this December.   

Several factors went into this decision including not having the support of the whole 

congregation (there were many in favor of it, but also many who thought it was not a 

good idea this year), facing too many unknowns with public health (if an indoor buffet 

serving hundreds of people would be allowed in December), concerns we may not 

have enough volunteers (with many elderly members who did so much work in the 

past, not able to help this year), and questioning if there would be enough ticket sales 

to make it worthwhile.  We know this decision will disappoint many of you and we 

apologize for that.  No matter how hard we try, we will never make everyone happy.  

We also want to thank everyone who responded with votes, comments, concerns and 

ideas. Know that we value your input and continue to look to all of you for ideas and 

support as we face a loss of income from this dinner and a loss of fellowship with one 

another- which has been a huge strength of the Norwegian buffet. 

Although we are not moving forward with the buffet, we do plan to have a variety of 

fundraising and fellowship options available.  We greatly appreciate anyone that can 

offer a donation in place of their normal Norwegian Buffet help or ticket purchases. We 

are also hoping that people will help us in donating crafts and baked goods to sell on 

Sundays throughout Advent and Christmas. It would be nice to have our crafting group 

meet as well as a group who can make lefse a few times, as that is a fun activity for 

multiple generations and is always in high demand.  Look for potential Christmas gifts, 

crafts, lefse, Norwegian desserts and other yummy items to be offered for purchase 

from Thanksgiving through Christmas.  

Thanks again for your partnership in ministry.  We are so grateful to be a part of this 

caring, faithful and generous congregation.  We thank God for each one of you and 

look forward to seeing what new things God may do in our midst as we move forward. 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 
 

 

      JULY 
 

7/1 Ramona Moger, Mike Erdman  
7/2 Jon Ebner 
7/3 Joey Ristau; Lynn & Kim Ristau – Anniv.  
7/4 Lori Winkels 
7/5 cheryl Schumacher 
7/6 Jeanette Serfling, Mary Lou Hansen; Walt & Mary Lou Hansen – 
Anniv.  
7/7 Theodore Parker, Chuck Aug 
7/8 Travis Gatzke, Kassidy Broadwater; Andy & Gail Bunge – Anniv.; 
Jason & Amanda Sethre – Anniv.    
7/9 Alice Cummings  
7/10 Marissa Topness, Isaiah Bredberg, Sara Kling-Punt; Rick & Sue 
Grooters – Anniv.   
7/11 Keanna Weedman, Kelli Pierce 
7/13 Devan Schmidt; Travis & Cara Ristau – Anniv.  
7/14 Trent Pikula, Logan Runtsch, Kayla Soland; Larry & Dawn Ristau – 
Anniv.  
7/15 Judi Underbakke, Jennifer DeSilvey (Quanrud) 
7/17 Jade Grabau; Dawson & Linda Grabau – Anniv.     
7/18 Arlene Brekke, Griffin Holtegaard  
7/20 Cal Larson; Dale & Rebecca Grabau – Anniv.    
7/21 Lisa Baker; Arlen & Dorothy Kiehne – Anniv., Jim & Christy Bakken 
– Anniv.    
7/22 Darrel Olson  
7/23 Ryan Quanrud   
7/24 Ryan Schroeder   
7/26 Adam Reicks, Carol Gosi  
7/27 Jezlyn Finseth 
7/28 Dave & Cynthia Hokenson – Anniv.   
7/29 Kamryn Pederson 
7/30 Sawyer Johnson, Ellen Schwartz 
7/31 Linda Trende 
 
 

 



 
 

Christ Lutheran Church Council  

Agenda/Meeting Minutes 

Date: 6/9/2021  

Meeting time: 6:30-8:30 p.m. in person (Heritage Room) 

Present for meeting: Rebecca Schwingle, Susan Hager, Carol Solberg, Mike Erdman, Pastor 

Dan, Brad Leathers, Steve Corson, Dave Harrison 

 

Devotion Reflection- Mike Erdman (also send a thank you out this month) 

 

New business: 

• Replacing the Front Walkway.   

i. Pre-Form concrete is the way to go.  Still seeking bids for the at level concrete 

install.  Should come to around $25,000 all-in, will also need hand railings.  

ii. We would like to do some sort of fundraiser to raise money 

iii. Is something that could wait another year or two and how long are the quotes 

good for? 

• 60th Anniversary Celebration 

i. Date set for October 3, 2021 

ii. Carol will reach out to see if we could have a guest pastor 

iii. Idea-would like stories told by those that were present when church was built, 

possibly have the stories tape recorded possible people to ask: Marilyn Bunge, 

Eloise Hoff, Muriel Hanson, Helen Haugen, Adie Milne 

iv. Possibly do an ice cream social, potluck, not sure yet. 

Old business: 

• Norwegian Buffet, after much discussion, effort, seeking advice/opinions etc. the 

consensus is NO, we will not hold the dinner for 2021 

i. Polled the congregation 

ii. Called 2019 chairs to ask willingness to continue 

iii. Current state buffet style is still not recommended 

iv. Unsure what December will be like, with illnesses possible, rules consistently 

changing etc. 

v. Unsure if the people that attend, would do so at the same percentage as years 

past (a lot of work and expense if the income is not the same) 

• We are hopeful that we could still count on the congregation to make baked 

goods and crafts to donate to fundraise and sell Thanksgiving through December 

after church services 

• Replacements for Weekly Communion-Carol Solberg and Dawn Hellickson started 

doing this. 

• Elevator Repair Status-this was actually completed 

Treasurer’s Report:  Financial reports will be e-mailed for review and approved by 

consensus during monthly meeting. 

Secretary’s Report:  Minutes will be e-mailed for review and approved by consensus 

during monthly meeting. 

 

 

 

 

 

Team meeting highlights 

Evangelism & Stewardship (Susan Hager) 

• No Meetings Held 

Property (Bradley Leathers) 

• Scott Wilson tried every trick to reset the Smoke Detector.  He is contacting 

the provider to send someone out to repair it. 

• The yard treatment had made the lawn look great. 

Worship and Music (Steve Corson) 

• No meetings held; Minutes will be e-mailed for review and approved by 

consensus during monthly meeting. 

Youth (Dave Harrison)  

• No meetings held; Minutes will be e-mailed for review and approved by 

consensus during monthly meeting. 

Education (Rebecca Schwingle) 

• No meetings held; Minutes will be e-mailed for review and approved by 

consensus during monthly meeting. 

Pastor’s Report: Pastoral Acts:  Funeral May 19 for Eugene Major  

Led worship service at traditions and resumed Bible Study at Park Lane.  

Summer Devotional plan. (Would like to try Bible app shared devotion with those able to 

do so)  

We continue to explore changes we should make as Covid guidelines shift.  Right now, half 

of sanctuary has every other pew roped off.  Masks are not required but are 

recommended-especially for anyone not vaccinated.   Singing has resumed. Some hymnals 

are back in pews. Should we resume communion with wafers and cups (continuous walk 

through style?)  Also offer sealed cups for those who want them.  

I will be on vacation from June 18th-24th.  Shirley Gangstad will lead the service Sunday 

June 20.    Pastor Kurt Bockoven will be available in case of pastoral emergency from June 

18-23.  He is the new pastor of Greenfield Lutheran in Harmony. 

Anniversary Celebration Date?  Set for October 3, 2021 

July 4th worship service will be online only due to Pastor Dan being at camp July 4-9 and 

no musicians available for a live service.  

August 1st worship will be led by Pastor Christopher Miller.  Pastor Dan will be attending 

150th anniversary of his home church. 

Community garden- Cindy Kramer offered to help if others assist her.  

 

Approval of reports (by consensus) 

Next Council meeting scheduled: Wednesday August 11th, 2021 7:00 pm 

Lightening Round of Celebrations / Prayer Request 

 

Adjourn – Close with prayer, meeting ended with the Lord’s Prayer  

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Rebecca Schwingle 

 
 
 
 



 
 

 
Please help us spread the word that our July 4th worship service will 
be online only.  There will not be a worship service in the building on 
July 4th.  Feel free to watch the service any time during the weekend 
of July 4th.  
 

 
 

 
 

                                   Community Garden 

We are looking for a new home for Christ Lutheran’s Community Garden.  Our 

community garden was started to help provide fresh food to the Preston Food Shelf 

and offer a way for congregation members to serve our community.  Jon and Lynn 

Haugen have hosted the garden on their property for the last number of years and are 

willing to offer advice and share information on what has been grown and who has 

helped with planning, weeding and harvest.  

One of the reasons they hope to find a new home for the garden is their location has 

too much shade, so an ideal location would be in full sun.  Please let us know if you 

are interested in putting in a community garden in your yard/ on your farm/ or in 

another ideal location.  (You can email office@christlutheranpreston.org or call 507-

765-2161.) This garden has been a blessing to the food shelf and we hope it can 

continue with your help.   

Please be sure to thank Jon and Lynn Haugen and Elsa Bye who have done most of 

the work in our community garden the last few years.  If you cannot host the garden, 

but are willing to help with tilling/planting/ watering/ weeding and/or harvesting, 

please contact us as well and we will get your name on the garden helper list. 
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Greg Hoff 
John Hanning 
Mark Leao 
The family of Jennifer Leathers 
The family of Judy Dempewolf 
Kylee Shumpert 
Donna Conlan  
Hannah Grabau  
Rosalie Krips 
Val Christensen  
Barb Barrett 
Bo Bakke 
Bridget Case 
Steve Kling 
Joann Struthers 
Arlen Kiehne 
Richard and Florence Johnson 
Walt and Mary Lou Hansen 
Wenonah Berkland 
Don Berkland, who is at Harmony Care Center 
Dorothy Kiehne, who is at Chosen Valley Care Center 
Marga Moen, who is at Chosen Valley Care Center    
Jim and Violet Hahn, who are at The Harmony Place 
Helen Haugen, who is at Park Lane Estates 
Marilyn Bunge, who is at Park Lane Estates 
Aaron Klompenhower, who is at Park Lane Estates 
Dave Sunde, who is at Park Lane Estates 
Eloise Hoff, who is at Traditions 
Jeanette Schmidt, who is at Traditions 
Averlene Marzolf, who is at Traditions 
Irene Aarre, who is at Traditions 
Adie Milne, who is at Traditions  
Muriel Hanson, who is at Traditions  
Shirley Jertson, who is at Spring Valley Care Center 
Helen Haugerud, who is at The Waters on Mayowood  

 

 

 

 

 

 
                           July Service Group 

Chairpersons: Bunge, Andy & Gail………………..507-259-1444 

                     Bunge, Kristin……………………….507-421-4231 

 

Aug, Charles & Vonnie……………………………………….2195 

Bakken, Jim & Christy……………………………...507-421-3199 

Berg, Ryan…………………………………………………….3751 

Christianson, Tami…………………………………507-251-6496 

Gosi, Carol………………………………………….507-268-4411 

Grooters, Rick & Sue………………………………507-951-0081 

Leathers, Brad & Alison…………………………...507-251-8049 

Marzolf, Linda……………………………………………….2435 

Paulson, LaVerne & Denise………………………507-251-4952 

Ristau, Marvin & Brenda…………………………507-421-6724 

         Ristau, Justin & Emily……………………………………………          

         Severson, Cheryl…………………………………..507-884-1702 

Solberg, Dan & Penny……………………………………….4535 

Specht, Jim…………………………………..…….507-250-4691 

Tollefson, Tris & Pat……………………………….507-421-1961 

Wilson, Scott………………………………………507-440-7109 

 

Scheduled Events:   

 
******************************************************************** 

                 

                                              Worship Assistants in July 

Acolytes  

                              4   Lucas Bredberg  

                              11  Thomas Pikula 

                             18   Kiley Wingert  

                             25  Maggie Dempewolf 

 

Computer Tech  

                              4   Annika Nelson 

                              11  Katie Pickett 

                             18   Luke Hellickson  

                             25  Coltan Dempewolf 

 

Money Counters 

4 Kristin Bunge/Jo Randall          18 Sandy Amundson/Carol Solberg               

11 Steve Corson/Brad Leathers     25 Rebecca Schwingle/Susan Hager  

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

THRIVENT NEWS:   

Thank you Thrivent members for selecting your Choice Dollars. As of April 30th, 

Christ Lutheran had $973.00 which has been distributed as follows:  Food Shelf 

$373.00; Good Earth Village $300.00; Lutheran Campus Center, Winona 

$300.00.  Earlier this year we had $100.00 which was given to the Food Shelf 

for a total of $1,073.00.  Thank you for your contributions! 

 

Coordinators~Muriel Hanson, Marilyn Bunge 

 
********************************************************************************* 

                

             60th Anniversary of Christ Lutheran’s Building Dedication  

We are looking for help gathering stories, memories, photos and memorabilia as we 

prepare to celebrate the 60th anniversary of our building dedication.  Christ Lutheran 

church’s building dedication took place on August 20th, 1961.  We thought it would be 

fun to take time this fall to have a special service where we share some of our church 

history including stories about how St. Paul’s German and St. Paul’s Norwegian /Grace 

Lutheran churches merged to form Christ Lutheran. 

  

If you have stories, history or photos to share, or if you have ideas for ways we can 

celebrate this 60th anniversary, please call the office at 765-2161, stop by to talk, or 

email office@christlutheranpreston.org     

  

Thanks for your help! 

 

********************************************************************************* 

                              
 
To our family at Christ Lutheran, 
 
THANK YOU for remembering us with phone calls, 
cards, and prayers on our 65th Wedding Anniversary. 
We are so blessed and we say Thanks be to God. 
 
    ~ Don & Wenonah Berkland 
 

 
 

      

We want to remind people of different giving options that are available for 

those who wish to keep supporting the mission and ministry of Christ 

Lutheran Church.  

1.You can safely and securely give online through our website 

at http://christlutheranpreston.org/giving/ 

2. You can make a text donation. Simply send a text message to (507) 556 

4235 with the amount you would like to contribute (example: 25). Within a 

few minutes, you’ll be sent a text with a link to register. Click on the link and 

enter your cardholder name and credit or debit card information. Once your 

registration is complete, you will receive a text verification and a receipt of 

your donation via email. For future giving, send a text with the amount you 

wish to give, and it will process automatically! You can even text “repeat” to 

make it a recurring donation.  

3. And of course, you can still mail your offering to the church office…PO 

Box 526, Preston  

 

Thank you for your continued giving as we increase our efforts to reach out 

to our community and world with the Good News of Jesus Christ. 

 

 
CLC Financial Summary- May 2021   

   Jan 21 thru May 21 

Budget $98,430  

Offerings $96,430  

Budget Expenses $100,242  

Net Income ($1,812) 
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