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Dear Partners in Mission, 
 

Many of us have been facing deep struggles over the past year.  There is so 
much we don’t understand, so many things that cause anxiety, and so many reasons 
to be afraid. During these hard times, it can feel like God is not there- that He is far 
away from us or has abandoned us.  I spoke about this topic in a sermon last month, 
and wanted to share that message with you again in hopes that God will use it to 
bring you hope and help you through the struggles you face. For even though we 
can’t see or sense God’s presence, God is always right there with us, it’s just that 
something is keeping us from recognizing Him.   

 
That is exactly what happened to two men who were walking on the road to 

Emmaus.  Jesus was literally right next to them, walking and talking with them, but 
they couldn't see him because their eyes “were kept from recognizing him.” We don’t 
know exactly what that phrase means, but I do have a guess.  Often, grief and 
hopelessness can blind us to God's presence and the presence of others.  Remember, 
this Emmaus story takes places on Easter morning.  The third day after Jesus has 
been crucified and laid in a tomb.  All of their hopes and dreams had been crushed. 
Jesus was dead. That was the end of the story from their perspective. There was no 
hope. There was no savior. There was no Easter. There were only the terrible events 
of Friday- a day they would never think of calling Good.   

 
The men walked down the road to Emmaus with their eyes cast down in 

sorrow and their shoulders bent low with grief. And right there, in the midst of their 
sorrow and grief, Jesus comes to walk with them and talk with them.  But they don’t 
recognize him and even accuse him of being the only person in Jerusalem that 
doesn’t know what has happened.  (How ironic, when Jesus is the only person in 
Jerusalem who knew exactly what happened.)  They tell Jesus about their perception 
of these events- how a man called Jesus of Nazareth was a powerful prophet who 
had been crucified, but they had hoped he was the one who would redeem Israel. In 
other words, they are telling Jesus that they thought He had failed. That Jesus wasn’t 
who they thought he was.  They called him a prophet and not the messiah.  He 
couldn’t have been the messiah, because he died. He abandoned them. He left them 
in their suffering. 

 
Many of us can relate to how they are feeling.  When we go through a major 

struggle, we sometimes think that God is not there, or not good, for if God was who I 
though He was, then I wouldn't face these struggles, He would rescue me not 
abandon me.  During those dark times, it can be really hard to see God’s presence in 
our lives. One reason for that is because when we are discouraged and going through 
a tough time- especially when we are filled with sorrow or our mind is clouded by 
depression, we tend to have limited vision.  Add to that the fact that our brains hold 
on to painful and traumatic memories more than good ones, and you can see why it 
is not uncommon for us to be blinded by all our troubles and be unable to see God or 
remember God's faithfulness.   

 
So, how do we trust in God during hard times?  How can we recognize Jesus’ 

presence with us when it feels like He is not there or has abandoned us?   What does 
Jesus do to help the disciples recognize him and move out of the darkness of their 
grief?  He points them to the Scriptures- to the stories of God’s love, mercy and  
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faithfulness; to the prophecies of the suffering messiah- who would rescue and heal 
the word by his own wounds.  God knows our brains tend to focus on our troubles 
and negative things, that’s why over and over again, the Bible tells us the remember 
God’s goodness and unfailing love.  That’s why it is so important we intentionally 
focus our minds on Scripture and recite the many stories of God’s faithfulness.   
  

In the midst of their grief and confusion, Jesus reminds the disciples of the 
stories of God’s people who faced massive struggles and hardships, but held on to 
hope.  Jesus also helps them have the correct understanding of who he is, showing 
them that the Messiah had to suffer and die and then in 3 days, rise again.  Jesus 
teaches them that through suffering, salvation was won and unshakable hope was 
born.  So, maybe we don’t have to ignore or hide from suffering, but face it, walk 
through it, and find the renewed hope and strength that awaits us on the other side- 
knowing Jesus walks with us every step of the way. 
 

Dear friends, today we are reminded that Jesus meets us where we are- not 
where we think we should be or where someone else tells us we should be.  Jesus 
doesn’t come to condemn us or point out our failures, he comes to remind us of 
God’s faithfulness in the midst of our trials- trials that will come. If the messiah 
suffered, we too will suffer.  If the disciples struggled with doubt, hopelessness and 
misunderstandings of who Jesus was, the same things will happen to us.  I hope that 
doesn’t sound depressing, but instead helps us realize that not being able to see 
Jesus or having times when it feels like God is far away is not a sign of failure.  It's 
doesn't mean that there is something wrong with your faith.  Why would there be so 
many Bible stories and psalms about doubt, suffering and despair if that was not a 
normal part of our faith journey?   

 
It is normal to doubt and to have times we cannot see Jesus.  It is normal to 

spend time in dark places where little hope remains.  One thing that helps us out of 
those dark times is reading the Bible which reminds us of God's goodness and love, 
and then talking with each other- sharing God sightings- helping one another 
remember specific times God has been faithful and brought us through difficulties.  
And of course, coming together for worship and sharing in the Lord’s Supper where 
Jesus comes to each one of us and offers us his love and forgiveness as his presence 
is revealed to us in the breaking of the bread. 

 
I pray that you realize you are not alone in your grief, suffering, confusion 

and pain. Jesus is always with you- even if you don’t recognize him.  When you feel 
lost and alone, remember that Jesus is right there to walk with you, talk with you, 
comfort you and help you find the hope you lost. For while there may be times we 
cannot find Jesus, he will always find us.  Amen.  

 
In Christ, 
 
Pastor Dan 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 
 

 

MAY 
 

5/1 Arnie Benson, Sue Grooters, Dawn Hellickson, Jacob Johnson, 
Kim Ristau 
5/2 Dawson Grabau, Annika Mensink; Jonathon and Lori Winkels – 
Anniv.  
5/4 Jimmer Harstad 
5/5 Kari Broadwater, Emry Peterson; Phil & Vicki Kruegel – Anniv.  
5/6 Rusty Schroeder, Tami Sprenger 
5/7 Logan Hahn; Joel & Barb Mielke – Anniv.    
5/8 Payton Markowski, Madeline Olstad  
5/9 Eliot Tienter 
5/10 Paul Johnson, Kevin Every 
5/11 Collin Bennett, Joyce Bremseth, Susan Pikula, Kim Wingert 
5/12 Amy Grabau   
5/13 Jenna Pederson 
5/14 Erlyn Marzolf  
5/16 Shari Markowski 
5/17 Weston Benson, Dilynn Ristau   
5/18 Elsa Bye, Glenn Dale, Josi Eickhoff; Carl & Arlene Bakalyar - 
Anniv  
5/20 Dick Irish, Jeff Knies, Marilyn Schreier 
5/22 Neil Britton, Stuart Quanrud, Ryan Baker 
5/23 Dave Harrison, Helen Haugerud, Haley Ostrom, Jessica Bredberg   
5/25 Kinley Pederson 
5/26 Eric Scheevel, Janet Woellert; Joe & Marcia Specht – Anniv.  
5/28 Steve Carr, Darla Ebner, Rosalie Krips, Carter Rindels  
5/29 Jenna Tieskotter, Linda Wolfe 
5/30 Erin Gossman, Brandi Olson, Don Solberg; Gary & Mindy Parker – 
Anniv.  
5/31 Connor Keene, Lydia Scheevel 
 
 
 



 
 

Christ Lutheran Church Council  
Agenda/Meeting Minutes 

Date: 03/11/2021  
Meeting time: 6:30-7:45 (Zoom and in person); Heritage Room  
Present for meeting: Rebecca Schwingle, Susan Hager, Steve Corson, Mike 
Erdman, Pastor Dan 
Absent: Susan Kiehne, Brad Leathers, Dave Harrison  

 
New business:  
• The front walkway being replaced/ We believe this is just an FYI, move 

to next meeting if there is discussion needed 
• Norwegian dinner/buffet discussion about having the dinner 2021. 

i. Should we schedule a meeting of the chairs for each area of the 
dinner for thoughts? 

1. Rebecca will start calling the chairs of the different groups to 
gauge their thoughts about having the dinner 2021. 

ii. Dawn is willing to help before the dinner date if the decision is 
made to have the Norwegian buffet; however, Dawn will be out of 
town for the actual dinner if scheduled 1st Sunday in December as 
usual 

• Youth Sunday will be May 2, 2021 
• Senior Recognition will be May 23, 2021 (Will have Amanda send out 

letter to Seniors) 
• We are in need of 1 Council member to finish out the 2021 year. 
Old business: 
• Printer Lease – Savings of $288 moving forwards, this would still cover 

all of the black and white copies we currently use and would leave a 
buffer of 100 extra color copies based on current usage.  Spoke with 
Shelby Hielke and it really makes sense to sign the new contract prior to 
our current lease being up.  With the new contract we would receive an 
upgraded printer that is 2 generations newer than our current printer.  I 
propose that we go ahead and sign the new contract. 

i. Motion by Steve Corson to accept proposed printer contract, 
Seconded by Mike Erdman, all in favor, motion carried 

• The elevator failed the state inspection and we are commencing with 
having MEI Total Elevator Solutions provide the repairs at $6,300.  The 
contract was signed last year.    

i. Per Pastor Dan, the MEI Total Elevator Solutions were at the 
church doing something on 4/12/2021, unsure what. 

Treasurer’s Report:  Financial reports will be e-mailed for review and approved 
by consensus during monthly meeting. 
Secretary’s Report:  Minutes will be e-mailed for review and approved by 
consensus during monthly meeting. 

Team meeting highlights 
Evangelism & Stewardship (Susan Hager) 

• Find replacements for Tami Christianson and Gail Bunge to give weekly 
communion at Traditions and Park Place.  They will both no longer 
continue with weekly communion.  Dawn Hellickson indicated that she  

 
 
could help in the winter when she is here.  Ideas for people who may 
want to step up? 

o Pastor Dan will as Amanda to add a request in the weekly e-mail 
for volunteers to help with weekly communion. 

Property (Bradley Leathers) 
• Meeting Held 4-7-2021; Agreed to have 2 yard treatments done for the 

coming year.  One in the Spring and one in the Fall @ $170 each.  
Received a quote of $14,000 to repair the Parking Lot (like putting a 
band-aid on the lot) and $50,000 to regrade and replace.  Parking lot is 
60 years old.  Currently in very good condition for its age. (No plan to 
repair parking lot at this time.)  The more pressing concern is the 
structural integrity of the front ramp into the church. Rebar underneath 
is currently rusting, and while it is not in danger of collapsing currently, 
it could in the coming years.  We are commencing getting an estimate 
with Ron Scheevel and estimate we are looking at a cost of $50-60K.  We 
may also seek out an estimate from Gjere Construction. (At this moment 
we do not have a quote.)   

• Dan Grabau will be out of town during Memorial Day and we don’t 
currently have coverage for his services.  Currently asking Karen Trende 
if she is available and willing to cover.  If not, maybe Gail Bunge, Alison 
Leathers, or Kristin Bunge would be able to clean the church?  
Otherwise, we could ask Church members if anyone else is willing? Open 
to ideas?  

o Pastor Dan will have Amanda ask for volunteers 
• Fire alarm error issue.  Still investigating. 
• Refrigerator should be unplugged 

Worship and Music (Susan Kiehne and Steve Corson)No meetings held;  
Youth (Dave Harrison) No meetings held; 
Education (Rebecca Schwingle) No meetings held;  
Pastor’s Report Pastor Dan’s Council Report for April 2021: 
Pastoral Acts:   
Memorial Service for Char Keene April 27 
Dawn H and I offered communion to several residents at Traditions 
I am preparing to resume worship services at Traditions, Park Lane and 
Harmony Care center, now that I am fully vaccinated and assuming they remain 
open to having me come.  
Easter worship services at 7:30am, 9:00am and 10:30am went well.  We had 
plenty of room for social distancing and received many positive comments.  
Thank you to Tami, Andy Bunge, Alison Leathers, and our worship team- Kari, 
Jeff, Jessica and Paul for helping lead the music. 
Youth Sunday has been moved to May 2nd.  Confirmation Sunday will be in the 
fall.  
High School Senior Recognition Sunday planned for May 23rd  
Follow up with Susan’s email resigning from council.  We will actively look for 
someone to fill her position for the rest of the year. We also offer our thanks for 
her dedicated service to the church and our prayers for her family in their health 
struggles.  
Follow up with council connection plan- reaching out and calling members.  



 
 
Approval of reports (by consensus) 
Next Council meeting scheduled: Wednesday May, 12th, 2021 6:30 pm  
Lightening Round of Celebrations / Prayer Request 
 
Adjourn – Close with prayer, meeting ended with the Lord’s Prayer  
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Rebecca Schwingle (Secretary) 
 

 
                                  

Community Garden 

We are looking for a new home for Christ Lutheran’s Community Garden.  Our 
community garden was started to help provide fresh food to the Preston Food Shelf 
and offer a way for congregation members to serve our community.  Jon and Lynn 
Haugen have hosted the garden on their property for the last number of years and are 
willing to offer advice and share information on what has been grown and who has 
helped with planning, weeding and harvest.  

One of the reasons they hope to find a new home for the garden is their location has 
too much shade, so an ideal location would be in full sun.  Please let us know if you 
are interested in putting in a community garden in your yard/ on your farm/ or in 
another ideal location.  (You can email office@christlutheranpreston.org or call 507-
765-2161.) This garden has been a blessing to the food shelf and we hope it can 
continue with your help.   

Please be sure to thank Jon and Lynn Haugen and Elsa Bye who have done most of 
the work in our community garden the last few years.  If you cannot host the garden, 
but are willing to help with tilling/planting/ watering/ weeding and/or harvesting, 
please contact us as well and we will get your name on the garden helper list. 
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Donna Conlan  
Merrily Dale  
Hannah Grabau  
Arlene Staupe 
Rosalie Krips 
Val Christensen  
Barb Barrett 
Jennifer Leathers 
Bo Bakke 
Bridget Case 
Steve Kling 
Richard and Florence Johnson 
Walt and Mary Lou Hansen 
Arlen & Dorothy Kiehne, who are at Chosen Valley Care Center 
Marga Moen, who is at Chosen Valley Care Center    
Eugene Major, who is at Chosen Valley Care Center      
Don Berkland, who is at Harmony Care Center 
Jim and Violet Hahn, who are at The Harmony Place 
Helen Haugen, who is at Park Lane Estates 
Marilyn Bunge, who is at Park Lane Estates 
Aaron Klompenhower, who is at Park Lane Estates 
Eloise Hoff, who is at Traditions 
Jeanette Schmidt, who is at Traditions 
Averlene Marzolf, who is at Traditions 
Irene Aarre, who is at Traditions 
Adie Milne, who is at Traditions  
Muriel Hanson, who is at Traditions  
Shirley Jertson, who is at Spring Valley Care Center 
Helen Haugerud, who is at The Waters on Mayowood  
 

Register for Summer Camp at Good Earth Village! 
After prayerful discernment, the staff and board of Good Earth Village have 

decided that our program focus this summer will be one-day adventure 
experiences and intergenerational overnight camps. While we wish we could 
offer traditional youth overnight camp programs, with what we know at this 

time regarding COVID-19 spread and management, we feel this is the best 
decision for the safety of our campers and community. We are joyfully 

planning for wonderful themed days for K-12 grade campers and fun faith-
filled family experiences onsite. 

 

Register online at goodearthvillage.org   

Forms have been sent out and you can also pick them up in the narthex. 

 

                       
                        May Service Group 

Chairpersons:  Peterson, Nick & Kayla………………507-259-1504 

                      Keune, Jarod & Jonie………………..507-272-4338 

       

Bacon, Kari; Bodey Wright…………………………..507-951-6307 

Conlan, Robert & Donna ...................................... 507-259-9890 

Hellickson, Gary & Joyce ....................................... 507-951-5700 

Hellickson, Matt & Abbey ...................................... 507-421-1208 

Kiehne, John ...................................................................... 2379 

Kiehne, Susan ........................................................ 507-990-4114 

Mielke, Joel & Barb…………………………………….651-283-1312 

Nelson, Aaron & Barbara ....................................... 507-421-1560 

Schultz, Lyle & Sheryl ............................................ 507-867-3442 

Tammel, Bonnie………………………………………507-937-3000 

Tienter, Eliot and Lisa……………………………………………4703 

Trende, Jeff & Linda ............................................................ 2315 

Wolfe, Richard & Linda ......................................... 952-807-5214 

 
******************************************************************** 

                Worship Assistants in May 

Acolytes  

                             2    Kane Larson 

                             9    Nathan Pfremmer 

                             16   Siri Corson  

                             23   Mathew Bakken 

                             30   Tyson Sprenger  

 

Computer Tech  

                             2     Aubrey Larson  

                             9     Landon Sethre 

                             16    Elias Corson  

                             23    Joey Ristau 

                             30    Myleigh Scheevel 

 

Money Counters 

 2 Kristin Bunge/Jo Randall          16 Sandy Amundson/Carol Solberg               

 9 Steve Corson/Brad Leathers      23 Rebecca Schwingle/Susan Hager  

 30 Dawn Hellickson/Amanda 

 

Important Date Coming Up  
 

             Graduate Recognition Sunday – Sunday, May 23, 2021 
  
 

 
 
 



                                                   May 2021 
Sunday____________   Monday Tuesday Wednesday       Thursday Friday  Saturday                    
                                                                                                                         

        1  

               
     
 
 
      

2  3  4 5 6 7  8   
 
9:00am Worship     
10:00am Radio broadcast    
   11:30am Exercise  11:30am Exercise 
 
  

      
9 10  11 12 13 14  15 
     
9:00am Worship      
10:00am Radio Broadcast  
   11:30am Exercise  11:30am Exercise 
      
 
    
    6:30pm Council   
 
16 17  18 19 20 21  22    
 
9:00am Worship           
10:00am Radio Broadcast  
   11:30am Exercise  11:30am Exercise 
        
*Bridal shower     

 
23 Graduate Sunday 24  25 26 27 28  29    
 
9:00am Worship        
10:00am Radio Broadcast        *Graduation  
        Party  
   11:30am Exercise  11:30am Exercise 
 
 
 

30 31 Memorial Day  
9:00am Worship        
10:00am Radio Broadcast  
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