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Dear Partners in Mission, 

 

Lenten Greetings to you!  

 

On Valentine’s Day, we read a section from John 21 which is titled “the reinstatement 

of Peter.”  In this reading, Jesus appears to his disciples after his resurrection and asks 

Peter, “Do you love me?” three times.  As Peter says “I love you” three times, Jesus 

helps to undo the guilt and shame of Peter’s three denials and reinstates him as a 

disciple and leader of the church.  This exchange is not just about Peter; it is about 

you and me and all the people Jesus wants us to love and care for.  Jesus’ words to 

Peter are also words spoken to us and anyone who would follow Him.  Do you love 

me?  Then feed my sheep; tend my flocks; care for my precious children--especially 

the ones others overlook and reject.  In other words, put your love into action.  

 

This Lent, we plan to discover what it looks like when we put love into action.  More 

specifically, we’re exploring how we can do what Jesus told Peter to do: “feed my 

sheep,” by going through a Lenten study guide titled, “What will it take to end world 

hunger?”  During this study we may get uncomfortable or be asked to take risks.  We 

will be asked to be generous and act in specific ways to help put an end to global 

hunger. And hopefully, by digging deeper into issues that surround the problem of 

hunger like violence, oppression, injustice and inequality, we will go beyond feeling 

sorry for someone or tossing a few dimes in a bucket, and will be moved by God’s 

love to act on behalf of others in a way that can make a lasting difference. 

 

During this journey, we will learn from mission partners around the world about the 

tools we will need if we are to be a church committed to ensuring that all are fed.  

We’ll introduce topics during our in-person worship services each Sunday and then 

dig deeper with questions and conversations over Zoom on Wednesday nights.  We 

also encourage everyone to set aside money using piggy banks, hunger calendars, or 

anything else you decide, so that we can offer critical support to help people around 

the world who face hunger and poverty. 

 

I really miss seeing and speaking with so many of you.  It is very strange and difficult 

to feel so disconnected from many church members- and it’s equally hard for you to 

not feel as connected as you have in the past.  My hope for these Wednesday evening 

Zoom discussions is for us to feel a little bit more connected.  That said, I know some 

of you have “Zoom fatigue” which is a very real thing, and others feel Zoom is too 

complicated, but I hope a number of you will still consider joining us for our 

Wednesday night Zoom discussions.  For those who are tired of being on a camera, 

want a tech break, or have no desire to use a computer or device, you can join us on 

your phone by dialing a number similar to that way you would join a conference call.  

All the information you need is on our website www.christlutheranpreston.org  

 

Please do consider joining us on this journey that will challenge, inspire and move us 

to action, as we work together with churches across the country to seek God’s vision 

of a just world where all are fed.  

 

In Christ, 

 

Pastor Dan 

 

mailto:office@christlutheranpreston.org
about:blank


 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

    MARCH 
 

3/1 Laura Keune, Vonnie Aug, Samuel Olstad  
3/2 Tami Christianson 
3/3 Irene Aarre  
3/5 Adie Milne 
3/6 Donna Conlan, Jonie Keune, Allan Marzolf, Jett Henry 
3/7 Cora Britton, Hadie Williams, Eve Grabau, Maisie Olson  
3/8 Lillian Powell, Luann Hoff, Nate Scheevel  
3/9 Sandy Marzolf, Bobbi Jo Soland 
3/10 Tiffany Scheevel, Wesley Keune, Dallas Serfoss, Olivia Persons  
3/11 Joyce Hellickson, Dave Sunde 
3/12 Matthew Quanrud  
3/14 Kyla Hellickson, Barb Mielke 
3/15 Dawn Ristau, Sara Niemeyer  
3/17 Corey Keene, Lynn Staupe  
3/18 Tori Ristau  
3/19 Stacey Bakke  
3/20 Randy Ristau, Avery Otley, Brett Grabau 
3/21 Nolan Bremseth, Kenzie Broadwater  
3/22 Mindy Parker, Nathan Grabau, Tara Corson, Melissa Severson  
3/25 Jon Copeman 
3/26 Taylor Kerns 
3/27 Rebecca Schwingle, Brian Ristau 
3/28 Greg Bremseth, Kiel Larson, Sarah Holtegaard  
3/29 Marilyn Bunge, Nick Ebner, Mary Glaser, Dan Grabau, David 
Scheevel 
3/30 Kendyl Kraling, Luke Ristau  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 

Christ Lutheran Church Council  
Agenda/Meeting Minutes 

Date: 02/10/2021 

Meeting time: 7:15-8:30 (Zoom and in person); Heritage Room 

Present: Pastor Dan, Brad Leathers, Susan Hager, Steve Corson, Kristin Bunge, Mike Erdman, 

Susan Kiehne and Rebecca Schwingle, David Harrison   

 

Devotion Reflection- Rebecca Schwingle (also send a thank you out this month-sent end of 

January) DIVERSITY PRAYER Blessed are you, God of all peoples Blessed are you for the 

wonderful differences Of color and culture, of creed and cult That make up the human race. 

I give thanks that I have come to know you In Jesus, Your Child, And my Savior.  

May I give witness by the example of my life to the splendor of His truth, To the joy of His 

Resurrection, To His Spirit of love, may my witness bring others To Jesus and to you, Amen 

New business: 

• Lenten Service in Person / Hybrid  

i. Ash Wednesday in-person 7pm 2/17/21 

• Signatories on Special Gifts & Capital are currently: Randy Butikofer, Joel Mielke, & 

Dawn Hellickson (in addition to Pam Ristau)  

i.  Will be removing Randy, Joel, and Dawn. 

ii. Add Bradley Leathers and Mike Erdman. Dave Harrison motioned to remove 

Randy, Joel, and Dawn and add Bradley and Mike. Steve Corson seconded the 

motion, all in favor, motion carried. 

• Building use for small groups is fine so long as they clean up after themselves and 

keep gatherings small adhering to the state guidelines. 

• Root River Conference annual meeting Sunday February 14, 2021 

• Discussion, Pastor Dan brought up trying to stay more connected with the 

congregation. 

i. Suggested having each of the 6 Council members call one member of the 

congregation each week for the year. Will discuss more. 

Old business: 

• New Member Sunday TBD 

• Continuing Issue with Church Being Left Unlocked.  

i. Bradley will put together an e-mail to sent out to the congregation to see who 

has keys to the church. It is fine if those that have them keep them if they still 

use them, but we would like a list of who has keys.  

ii. Pastor Dan will try to verify that the back doors are locked when he leaves for 

the day 

Treasurer’s Report:  Financial reports e-mailed for review and approved by consensus during 

monthly meeting. 

Secretary’s Report:  Minutes e-mailed for review and approved by consensus during monthly 

meeting. 

 

Team meeting highlights 

Evangelism & Stewardship (Susan Hager) - No meetings held 

Property (Bradley Leathers) Meeting Held 2-3-2021; Minutes will be e-mailed for review and 

approved by consensus during monthly meeting. 

Worship and Music (Susan Kiehne and Steve Corson) - No meetings held 

Youth (Dave Harrison) - No meetings held 

Education (Rebecca Schwingle) - No meetings held 

Pastor’s Report 

Pastor Dan’s Council Report for February 2021 

Pastoral Acts: We had a baptism Jan 17th for Porter Hahn, son of Braden and Sarah Hahn 

Our 2021 Lenten worship services will focus on the national ELCA Lenten theme: 40 Days of 

Giving.  We will have global hunger piggy banks available at church for people to pick up and  

 



 

use if desired.    

We will have an Ash Wednesday in-person worship service at 7pm Feb 17th.  At this point, we 

are also planning in-person worship on Sundays, Maundy Thursday, and Good Friday.  Easter 

Sunday plans will be decided later.   

For the other Wednesdays in Lent, we will not have in-person services, but will meet online 

using a brief pre-recorded Holden evening prayer worship service followed by discussion of our 

Lenten study guide on Zoom.  Study guides can be picked up at church or downloaded.  Please 

spread the word that people can join these Zoom meetings by computer or through a regular 

phone call. We hope this plan will help us connect with people who are not coming to in-person 

services.  

Confirmation classes continue to meet in person and are going well.   

Youth month and youth Sunday are being postponed.  

Christ Kids families were given materials to use for learning about God’s love through hiding 

hearts with Bible verses on them and making valentines to give away.  

Due to troubles running videos in PowerPoint, we upgraded to a new worship software called 

Media shout using money left over from the projector upgrade fund. 

Discuss council congregation connection suggestion. 

 

 

Approval of reports (by consensus) Motion to approve all reports by Bradley Leathers, Mike 

Erdman seconded the motion, motion carried. 

Next Council meeting scheduled: Thursday, March 11th, 2021 at 6:30 pm 

Lightening Round of Celebrations / Prayer Request 

 

Adjourn – Close with prayer, meeting ended with the Lord’s Prayer  

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Rebecca Schwingle (Secretary) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ministerial Acts in February  
Baptism 
February 27   Streat Brehm Speer, son of Tyler & Chelsea Speer  
 

Funeral 
February 28    Leona S. Woellert (1928-2021)   

 

 

                             
                            LECTORS FOR SUNDAY 

We would like to start using Lectors in our services again... 
If you would be willing to read on a Sunday morning please let 

Amanda know. 
 

 

 

Thrivent Choice Dollars 
Reminder to Thrivent Members – Be sure to designate your 

Choice Dollars, either to Christ Lutheran or to any number of 
charitable organizations that are listed on the Thrivent 

website. www.thrivent.com  

           

 

 
Root River Conference WELCA April Spring 
Gathering is cancelled for 2021 
 

 
 

                            Important Dates Coming Up  
            

   First Communion Sunday – Sunday, March 7, 2021 
 
            Easter Sunday – Sunday, April 4, 2021 
 

http://www.thrivent.com/


 

 
 

                         
 

The family of Leona Woellert 
The family of Dianne Ruud 
The family of Char Keene 
Arlen Kiehne 
Merrily Dale  
Arlene Staupe 
Donna Conlan  
Hannah Grabau 
Muriel Hanson  
Rosalie Krips 
Val Christensen  
Barb Barrett 
Bo Bakke, nephew of Brett & Jade Grabau 
Bridget Case, cousin of Susan Kiehne 
Richard and Florence Johnson 
Walt and Mary Lou Hansen 
Dorothy Kiehne 
Don Berkland, who is at Harmony Care Center 
Adie Milne, who is at The Harmony Place                       
Jim and Violet Hahn, who are at The Harmony Place 
Eugene Major, who is at The Harmony Place 
Helen Haugen, who is at Park Lane Estates 
Marilyn Bunge, who is at Park Lane Estates 
Aaron Klompenhower, who is at Park Lane Estates 
Eloise Hoff, who is at Traditions 
Jeanette Schmidt, who is at Traditions 
Averlene Marzolf, who is at Traditions 
Irene Aarre, who is at Traditions 
Shirley Jertson, who is at Spring Valley Care Center 
Marga Moen, who is at Chatfield Care Center                
Helen Haugerud, who is at The Waters on Mayowood  
 

 

 



 

 

 

 

CLC Financial Summary- January 2021 

  Jan-21   

Budget $19,686   

Offerings $12,322   

Budget Expenses $17,171   

Net Income -$4,522   

    

    
 
 
 
 

 

We want to remind people of different giving options that are available for those who 

wish to keep supporting the mission and ministry of Christ Lutheran Church.  

1.You can safely and securely give online through our website 

at http://christlutheranpreston.org/giving/ 

2. You can make a text donation. Simply send a text message to (507) 556 4235 with 

the amount you would like to contribute (example: 25). Within a few minutes, you’ll 

be sent a text with a link to register. Click on the link and enter your cardholder name 

and credit or debit card information. Once your registration is complete, you will 

receive a text verification and a receipt of your donation via email. For future giving, 

send a text with the amount you wish to give, and it will process automatically! You 

can even text “repeat” to make it a recurring donation.  

3. And of course, you can still mail your offering to the church office…PO Box 526, 

Preston  

Thank you for your continued giving as we increase our efforts to reach out to our 

community and world with the Good News of Jesus Christ. 

 
 
 

 
 

  
  March Service Group 

Chairpersons: Baker, Jim & Lisa ............. 507-259-7636 

 

                                

Bennett, Jeff .......................................... 507-251-9689 

Brevig, Randy & Janet .......................... 507-272-9629 

Collett, Dick & Carole ........................... 507-259-7540 

Collett, Ellen ........................................... 507-251-3371 

Ebner, Jon & Deb ................................. 507-696-7853 

Gossman, Jason & Lori; Garett………… 

Hoff, Matt & Danette ........................... 507-459-4285 

Hoff, Tyler.............................................. 507-421-1693 

Johnson, Paul & Judy ............................ 507-421-6729 

Knies, Jeff & Roxie ................................. 507-273-1997 

Kruegel-Hahn, Melanie ......................... 507-273-9299 

Markowski, Shari .................................... 507-421-1428 

Milne, Phil & Sandy ................................ 507-421-1946 

Ristau, Travis & Cara.............................. 507-421-5867 

Scheevel, Aaron & Emily ........................ 507-951-2938 

Soland, Kayla ......................................... 507-272-1582 

 
 
 

******************************************************************** 

                Worship Assistants in March  

 

Acolytes  

                               7 Abby Zutz  

                             14 Alyssa Britton 

                             21 Boston Wright 

                             28 Annika Mensink 

 

Computer Tech  

                               7 Jillian Tieskotter 

                             14 Cora Britton 

                             21 Mathew Bredberg 

                             28 Lucas Bredberg 

 

Money Counters 

7 Kristin Bunge/Jo Randall            21 Sandy Amundson/Carol Solberg               

14 Steve Corson/Brad Leathers      28 Rebecca Schwingle/Susan Hager  

 

 

 

http://christlutheranpreston.org/giving/
tel:15075564235


 

 
 

 
 

Respond to food insecurity in our community by filling a 
grocery bag with much needed food and household items for 

our local food shelf or help us feed more Minnesota families by 
donating cash to your local food shelf today. 

Food shelves can stretch cash donations further than food 
donations because of their access to discount products and 

programs.  
 

Graham crackers 
Peanut butter, jelly, jam 

Ketchup/Mustard 
Canned tomatoes/Spaghetti sauce 

Fresh produce 
Cooking oil 

Saltine crackers 
Applesauce 

Spices 
Bread 

Can openers 
 
 
 
 

 

LENT 2021 
“40 Days of Giving” 

 

Our 2021 Lenten worship services will focus on the national ELCA Lenten theme: 40 

Days of Giving.  Through ELCA World Hunger, our church creatively and 

courageously works toward a just world where all are fed. The ELCA hopes that 

congregations and individual members will set aside donations throughout Lent that 

will be given to help end hunger.  We will have global hunger piggy banks available 

at church for people to pick up and use if desired.  Your generosity is deeply 

appreciated as we join together and offer support to people around the world facing 

hunger and poverty.  

  

For the Wednesdays in Lent, we will meet online using a brief pre-recorded evening 

prayer worship service followed by discussion of a Lenten study guide on Zoom. The 

study guides will be available online, and we have copies to pick up at church.  Our 

hope is that using Zoom will allow us to have conversation (which we could not do in 

the sanctuary with social distancing) and enable people to see each other who would 

not be able to attend an in-person Lenten service.  Think of this as a mid-week 

connection point.  

 

We invite you to use the youtube link below to watch a 13 minute Holden Evening 

Prayer service for the start of each Wednesday evening Lenten worship service.  If 

you watch/sing/worship along with this service starting at 7:00pm, you will then have 

time to join us on Zoom for discussion of our 2021 Lenten Study "What will it take to 

end hunger,” which will begin at 7:15pm each Wednesday.   This schedule will be 

used February 24th, March 3rd, March 10th, March 17th, and March 24th.     

 

Here is the link to the video of Holden Evening Prayer:  

https://youtu.be/1Izm3UbLz14  

Here is a link to the digital Holden Evening Prayer service bulletin.  

https://www.firstlutheransd.org/app/assets/media/2020/03/Holden-Evening-Prayer.pdf 

Here is the digital Lenten Discussion Guide.  

https://download.elca.org/ELCA%20Resource%20Repository/40Days-LentStudy-

2021-Spreads.pdf?_ga=2.12826096.633973655.1611700515-285709794.1605894928 

The video, bulletin and study guide can also be found on our church website, 

www.christlutheranpreston.org.   

 
Finally, to join our 7:15pm Wednesday evening Zoom discussion (on February 24th, 

March 3rd, March 10th, March 17th, and March 24th) use these links:   

Please note, you can join these Zoom meetings with a regular phone call and do not 

need a computer or smart phone. 

 
To join using your phone, dial (312) 626-6799   When asked, enter the meeting ID and 

passcode Meeting ID: 864 4638 8243; Passcode: 4040 

 

To join using your computer/ device use this link:  

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86446388243?pwd=UGhoRUN6VHkzcEdRZElUNVZZZmlLQT09 

Meeting ID: 864 4638 8243; Passcode: 4040 
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