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Dear Partners in Mission, 

 

Grace and peace to you from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ! 

Let me begin by offering a huge word of thanks to all of you for the kindness, love 

and generosity you have shown in a variety of ways.  My family and I are very 

grateful for all the Christmas cards, gifts and goodies given by the congregation and 

also thank the church council for their gift and card.  We are very blessed to be 

surrounded by so many kind and generous people.   

 

On behalf of all your church leadership, I also offer a big “Thank You” to the 

congregation for your generous giving to the church over the past year.  2020 was a 

very difficult year for our country and entire world.  Many church and businesses 

have struggled financially and some have even been forced to close.  Thank you for 

enabling Christ Lutheran to remain a viable ministry and continue our mission of 

Loving God and Loving people.  Your consistent and generous giving, along with 

diligent efforts to lower our expenses, enabled us to finish 2020 in the black!  

(Records show we ended the year with our giving 22K under budget, but our expenses 

were 22.5K under budget and we also had special giving outside of budgeted giving, 

all of which led to a net income of $4,616 for 2020).  We were overjoyed to hear this 

news at our last church council meeting and cannot thank you enough for your 

generous and sacrificial giving!    

 

Another thing that brings us joy is our decision to resume in person worship as of 

January 17th under the same safety guidelines we used last fall.  It feels so good to see 

some of you face to face and be able to worship in the same physical space. While it 

was difficult to not have in–person worship through December, I believe it was the 

right decision to keep our church and community safe and stand in solidarity with 

healthcare workers.  I am very grateful for all the help offered by the congregation 

and worship team in decorating the church, putting together extra services, and 

creating a special online Christ Kids nativity that has been enjoyed and shared with 

many people.  We also had around 40 people come to church at 6:30pm on Christmas 

Eve to hold candles and sing Silent Night together.   Thank you for being flexible and 

understanding as we have tried to find new ways of being church in the midst of a 

pandemic.  

 

My hope and prayer is that case numbers will continue to decrease, vaccines can be 

safely and effectively administered and we can look back at 2021 as the year the 

pandemic ended.  In the meantime, let us hold on to the hope we have in Jesus Christ 

who gives us strength to persevere.  We as the church must not give up.  We must 

persevere and keep seeking justice, peace, and healing for our community, our nation 

and our world.  We need to keep reaching out to the lonely and hurting.  We must lead 

the way on the journey towards forgiveness and reconciliation.  Yes, it will be a long, 

difficult journey with many roadblocks, but following God’s will and seeking the 

unity He desires is more than worth it.  

 

Thank you for being the church during a very difficult time and helping to shine the 

light of Christ into the darkness of sickness, violence, injustice, and political battles.  

Our world needs the hope only Jesus can offer and you are the people God has chosen 

to bring that hope!     

 

In Christ, Pastor Dan 

mailto:office@christlutheranpreston.org


 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

       FEBRUARY 
 

2/1 Marga Moen, Eric Corson   
2/2 Arlene Bakalyar, Stacy Herron; Phil & Sandy Milne - Anniv 
2/3 Dianne Ruud  
2/4 Betty Hellickson, Jamie Solberg  
2/5 Morgan Pickett 
2/6 Mary Irish 
2/7 Bonnie Hahn, Ryan Kling-Punt 
2/8 Melanie Hahn, Landon Sethre  
2/10 Sheila Marzolf, Dick Hellickson; Bob & Donna Conlan – Anniv.  
2/11 Wenonah Berkland, Carter Johnson 
2/12 Sandy Milne 
2/14 Travis Ristau; Scott & Andrea Hellickson – Anniv.  
2/15 Anita Turck, Rich Burmeister; Tony & Paula Severson – Anniv. 
2/16 Jerry & Diane Olson – Anniv.     
2/17 Jackson Persons, Nolan Scheevel  
2/18 Linda Britton, Kody Ebner, Casey Ristau, Janice Schultz, 
Shauna Hoff, Owen Winkels; Travis & Tammy Gatzke – Anniv.  
2/19 Keith Johnson, Diane Olson 
2/20 Marcia Specht, Gunner Benson 
2/21 Greg Hoff  
2/22 Dean Schumacher 
2/23 Scott Hanning, Grayson Winkels 
2/24 Norma Vogt, Cadence Jones, Syrus Wingert  
2/27 Jeff Buenger, Dan Christianson, Barb Hanning  
2/28 Randy & Bonnie Hahn – Anniv.  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Christ Lutheran Church Council  

Agenda/Meeting Minutes 
Date: 01/13/2021 
Meeting time: 7:00-8:30 (Zoom and in person); Heritage Room 
Present: Pastor Dan, Brad Leathers, Susan Hager, Steve Corson, Kristin Bunge, Mike 
Erdman, Susan Kiehne and Rebecca Schwingle. Absent: David Harrison   
 
Devotion Reflection-Bradley Leathers (also send a thank you out this month) 
A Poem for After Christmas- by Howard Thurman 
When the song of the angels is stilled,  
When the star in the sky is gone,  
When the kings and the princes are home,  
When the shepherds are back with their flock,  
The work of Christmas begins:  
  
To find the lost,  
To heal the broken,  
To feed the hungry,  
To release the prisoner,  
To rebuild the nations,  
To bring peace among people,  
To make music in the heart.  

  
New business: 

• Welcome and introduction new Council members; thank you to Mike and Steve for 
their willingness to serve 

• Reflections from outgoing council member Kristin Bunge, thanked Mike and Steve 
for stepping up and said she is willing to help Rebecca Schwingle in stepping into 
the Education group. 

• Election of Officers: 
i. President (Brad Leathers) nominated by Rebecca Schwingle, 2nd by Steve Corson. 

ii. Vice President (Dave Harrison) nominated by Brad Leathers, 2nd by Steve Corson. 
iii. Secretary (Rebecca Schwingle) nominated by Brad Leathers, 2nd by Steve Corson. 
iv. Treasurer (Mike Erdman) nominated by Brad Leathers, 2nd by Rebecca Schwingle. 
• Worship-in person resumes January 17th, 2021. On-line worship will also continue 

to be provided. 
• 2021 dates for congregational events: i.e., Easter breakfast, Graduation 

recognition, new member Sundays, etc.  
i. Easter Breakfast-will not occur in 2021 

ii. Graduation recognition-Sunday May 23, 2021  
iii. New member Sunday TBD 
• “Did you know” for February (multiple options were given): 

i. Did you know for the first time in several months thanks to the generous giving of our 
congregations we are in the black? (Insert amount of contributions from December?) 

ii. Gifts were given to our members that are in Assisted Living and Nursing homes. 
iii. On-line worship will continue along with the in-person service. 

Old business: 
• Money Counters needed, this really only takes 15-30 minutes of time. It can be done 

Sunday after church or with Amanda on Monday. If we could get 8-12 people to be 
willing to do this duty, we can create a rotating schedule so nobody is doing it every 
Sunday. This will be added to announcements. 

i. Volunteers from Council:  
1. Brad Leathers 
2. Rebecca Schwingle 
 



3. Susan Hager 
4. Kristin Bunge 
5. Steve Corson 
• Who oversees which team-need to decide, and who are the team members for each team 

in church? 
i. Council team members to remain the same with the exception of, Rebecca Schwingle will 

replace Kristin Bunge on the Education team, Steve Corson will join the Worship and 
Music team, and Dawn Hellickson will come off the Evangelism & Stewardship team 
(Susan Hager will reach out for assistance if she needs it) 

Treasurer’s Report:  Financial reports are sent in separate e-mail 
Secretary’s Report:  November 2020 minutes will be reviewed and approved by 

consensus 

                                                        Team meeting highlights 

Evangelism & Stewardship (Susan Hager) 

• No meetings held 

Property (Bradley Leathers)-December 2020 and January 2021 highlights 

• Scissor lift and fan repair and cost discussed, we are unable to have the fans 
repaired until the one scissor lift in MN is available again. 

• Elevator repair and cost discussed, new bill about 6K instead of the quoted 17K, 
price was locked in before end of 2020 with repairs waiting to start until later in 
2021. 

• Insurance cost for building remains same as 2021. 
Worship and Music (Susan Kiehne and Steve Corson) No meetings held 

Youth (Dave Harrison)No meetings held 

Education (Rebecca Schwingle) No meetings held 

Pastor’s Report:Pastor Dan’s Council Report for January 2021 

Pastoral Acts:  

• November 16th funeral for Audrey Trogstad 
• November 30th  Memorial service for Danny Daniels 
• November 21st baptism for Lucas Serfoss. 
• January 17th will be a baptism for Porter Hahn, son of Braden and Sarah Hahn 

My family and I are very grateful for all the Christmas cards, gifts and goodies given by the 
congregation and also thank church council for your gift and card.  We are very blessed to 
be surrounded by so many kind and generous people.  
I also want to offer a big “Thank You” to the congregation for your generous giving to the 
church over the past year. 2020 was a very difficult year for our country and entire world.  
Many church and businesses have struggled financially and have even been forced to 
close.  Thank you for enabling Christ Lutheran to remain a viable ministry and continue 
our mission of Loving God and Loving people.  Your consistent and generous giving 
enabled us to finish 2020 in the black with income that exceeded our expenses.   (I show 
we ended the year with our giving 21K under budget, but our expenses were 22.5K under 
budget, thus the positive income by year end).  While it was difficult not to have in –
person worship through December, I believe it was the right thing to do to keep our 
church and community safe.  I am very grateful for all the help offered by the congregation 
and worship team in decorating the church, putting together extra services, and creating a 
special online Christ Kids nativity that has been enjoyed and shared with many people.  
We did have around 30-40 people come to church at 6:30pm on Christmas Eve to hold 
candles and sing Silent Night together. We are looking to resume in person worship 
January 17th under the same safety guidelines we used last fall (masks, social distancing, 
no congregational singing, advising high risk people not to attend, limiting contact with 
others, asking anyone who feels sick or has any COVID symptoms to please not attend.) 
Confirmation returned to in person classes tonight. It was nice to be together.  

 

 
At this point, we are still keeping Christ Kids home-based.  There were around 50 
Christmas/ advent packets handed out to the congregation and community with take home 
activities for families. This may continue in the future.  
Finally, I am hoping we as a congregation can explore additional ways to stay connected in 
this time of social isolation.  Options include pen pals, prayer partners, call chain, online 
small groups, in-person small groups, etc.  

 
Approval of reports (by consensus) 
Next Council meeting scheduled: Wednesday February 10, 2020 at 7:15 pm 
Lightening Round of Celebrations / Prayer Request 
Adjourn – Close with prayer, meeting ended with the Lord’s Prayer  
 
Respectfully submitted,  Rebecca Schwingle (Secretary) 

 

DID YOU KNOW…. 
Did you know that Christmas gifts were delivered to 17 
congregational members who reside or were at a group living 
facility over Christmas. The Stewardship/Evangelism Team 
purchases and puts together the gifts on behalf of Christ Lutheran 
every year. 

 

Thrivent Choice Dollars 
Reminder to Thrivent Members – Be sure to designate your 

Choice Dollars, either to Christ Lutheran or to any number of 
charitable organizations that are listed on the Thrivent 

website. www.thrivent.com  
           

ASH WEDNESDAY 2021 
 

Ash Wednesday service will take place on Wednesday, February 17 

at 7:00 p.m. We will also have a live stream of the service for those 

who choose to watch from home.  

 

See last page on information for the rest of Lent   
 

 
 

                       

         First Communion Dates to Remember   
                                    ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  
 

First Communion Retreat– Sunday, February 21, 2021, 
10:15 a.m. – 12:15 p.m. at church 

 

First Communion Sunday– Sunday, March 7. 2020 

 

http://www.thrivent.com/


 
 
 

 

                         
Arlene Staupe 
Arlen & Dorothy Kiehne 
Dianne Ruud 
Donna Conlan  
Merrily Dale  
Char Keene  
Val Christensen 
Hannah Grabau 
Muriel Hanson  
Rosalie Krips 
Barb Barrett 
Bo Bakke, nephew of Brett & Jade Grabau 
Bridget Case, cousin of Susan Kiehne 
Richard and Florence Johnson 
Walt and Mary Lou Hansen 
Wenonah Berkland 
Don Berkland, who is at Harmony Care Center 
Adie Milne, who is at The Harmony Place                       
Jim and Violet Hahn, who are at The Harmony Place 
Eugene Major, who is at The Harmony Place 
Helen Haugen, who is at Park Lane Estates 
Marilyn Bunge, who is at Park Lane Estates 
Aaron Klompenhower, who is at Park Lane Estates 
Eloise Hoff, who is at Traditions 
Jeanette Schmidt, who is at Traditions 
Averlene Marzolf, who is at Traditions 
Leona Woellert, who is at Traditions                                
Irene Aarre, who is at Traditions 
Shirley Jertson, who is at Spring Valley Care Center 
Marga Moen, who is at Chatfield Care Center                
Helen Haugerud, who is at The Waters on Mayowood  
 
 

     Ministerial Acts in January  
Baptism 
January 17   Porter Braden Hahn, son of Braden & Sarah Hahn    

 
 



 

CLC Financial Summary- December 2020 

  Dec-20 Jan-Dec '20 

Budget $19,203 $239,440 

Offerings $38,311 $221,537 

Budget Expenses $15,246 $216,921 

Net Income $38,311 $4,616 
 
 

 
 

 

We want to remind people of different giving options that are available for those who 

wish to keep supporting the mission and ministry of Christ Lutheran Church.  

1.You can safely and securely give online through our website 

at http://christlutheranpreston.org/giving/ 

2. You can make a text donation. Simply send a text message to (507) 556 4235 with 

the amount you would like to contribute (example: 25). Within a few minutes, you’ll 

be sent a text with a link to register. Click on the link and enter your cardholder name 

and credit or debit card information. Once your registration is complete, you will 

receive a text verification and a receipt of your donation via email. For future giving, 

send a text with the amount you wish to give, and it will process automatically! You 

can even text “repeat” to make it a recurring donation.  

3. And of course, you can still mail your offering to the church office…PO Box 526, 

Preston  

Thank you for your continued giving as we increase our efforts to reach out to our 

community and world with the Good News of Jesus Christ. 

 

  
  February Service Group 

Chairpersons:  Ostrom, Sue…….……………...507-289-4002 

    Keene, Doug & Tona………………..……507-696-1292 

 

Bredberg, Dan & Jessica……………………….…419-932-1912 

Burmeister, Rich & Jackie………………..……..507-886-8252 

Every, Kevin & Joyce………………………….…507-951-1345 

Hahn, Brenda…………………………………….507-273-9149 

Heibel, Kyle & Amanda…………………………507-273-1770 

Herron, Melissa; Keanna Weedman…………..507-273-5864 

Herron, Stacy…………………………………….507-273-7773 

Johnson, Tom & Marcia………………………..507-272-8087 

Keene, Cassie……………………………………..507-951-6635 

Kerns, Katie………………………………………/507-421-1256 

Mensink, Christopher & Kari; Lauren…………..507-259-1040 

Olson, Jerry & Diane…………………………….507-696-6394 

Pfremmer, Curt & Wendy……………………….507-259-4295 

Underbakke, Judi………………………………..507-743-8466 
 
 
 

******************************************************************** 

                Worship Assistants in February  

 

Acolytes  

                               7 Annika Nelson  

                             14 Landon Sethre 

                             21 Myleigh Scheevel 

                             28 Blaine Niemeyer 

 

Computer Tech  

                                7 Jersey Ristau  

                             14 Kammry Broadwater 

                             21 Nathan Pfremmer 

                             28 Brody Niemeyer 

 

Money Counters 

7 Kristin Bunge/Jo Randall            21 Sandy Amundson/Carol Solberg               

14 Steve Corson/Brad Leathers      28 Rebecca Schwingle/Susan Hager  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://christlutheranpreston.org/giving/
tel:15075564235


 

Dear Partners in Mission, 

 

As we prepare to enter into the season of Lent, we are all well aware that things will 

be different this year.  The global pandemic has caused many things to change over 

the past year and will likely continue to cause lasting changes in our church, nation 

and world.  Some of these changes are very painful and sad, while others are full of 

promise and hope.  In the midst of all this change, let us never forget that Jesus Christ 

is the same yesterday, today and forever.  He is the firm foundation upon which we 

stand.  He gives us peace, security and confident hope in the midst of any 

circumstance.  Jesus also calls us to shine His light into the darkness, and one way of 

doing that is working together to end global hunger.  

 

Our 2021 Lenten worship services will focus on the national ELCA Lenten theme: 40 

Days of Giving.  Food insecurity and hunger were pressing issues before the 

pandemic and now are even more important to address as many more people in the 

US and around the world are suffering from hunger. (An estimated 690 million people 

around the world are undernourished.) Through ELCA World Hunger, our church 

creatively and courageously works toward a just world where all are fed. The ELCA 

hopes that congregations and individual members will set aside donations throughout 

Lent that will be given to help end hunger.  We will have global hunger piggy banks 

available at church for people to pick up and use if desired.  Your generosity is deeply 

appreciated as we join together and offer support to people around the world facing 

hunger and poverty.   

 

Here are details about what Lent 2021 will look like at Christ Lutheran: 

We will have an in-person Ash Wednesday service at 7:00pm on February 17th.  We 

will not include the imposition of ashes as a part of the service, but will instead offer 

take-home ash kits (one kit is enough for 4-5 people) and cross temporary tattoos to 

use.  At this point, we are also planning in-person worship every Sunday, Maundy 

Thursday and Good Friday.  Easter Sunday plans will be decided at a later date.   

 

For the other Wednesdays in Lent, we will not have in-person services, but will meet 

online using a brief pre-recorded evening prayer worship service followed by 

discussion of a Lenten study guide on Zoom. The study guides will be available 

online, and we will also have copies to pick up at church.  Our hope is that using 

Zoom will allow us to have conversation (which we could not do in the sanctuary with 

social distancing) and enable people to see each other who would not be able to attend 

an in-person Lenten service.  Think of this as a mid-week connection point.  

We invite you to use the youtube link below to watch a 13 minute Holden Evening 

Prayer service for the start of each Wednesday evening Lenten worship service.  If 

you watch/sing/worship along with this service starting at 7:00pm, you will then have 

time to join us on Zoom for discussion of our 2021 Lenten Study "What will it take to 

end hunger,” which will begin at 7:15pm each Wednesday.   This schedule will be 

used February 24th, March 3rd, March 10th, March 17th, and March 24th.     

 

Here is the link to the video of Holden Evening Prayer: 

https://youtu.be/1Izm3UbLz14 

 

Here is a link to the digital Holden Evening Prayer service bulletin.  

https://www.firstlutheransd.org/app/assets/media/2020/03/Holden-Evening-Prayer.pdf 

 

 

 

Here is the digital Lenten Discussion Guide.  

https://download.elca.org/ELCA%20Resource%20Repository/40Days-LentStudy-

2021-Spreads.pdf?_ga=2.12826096.633973655.1611700515-285709794.1605894928 

 
The video, bulletin and study guide can also be found on our church website, 

www.christlutheranpreston.org.   

 
Finally, to join our 7:15pm Wednesday evening Zoom discussion (on February 24th, 

March 3rd, March 10th, March 17th, and March 24th) use these links:   

Please note, you can join these Zoom meetings with a regular phone call and do not 

need a computer or smart phone. 

 
To join using your phone, dial (312) 626-6799    

When asked, enter the meeting ID and passcode  

Meeting ID: 864 4638 8243 

Passcode: 4040 

 

To join using your computer/ device use this link:  

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86446388243?pwd=UGhoRUN6VHkzcEdRZElUNVZZZ

mlLQT09 

Meeting ID: 864 4638 8243 

Passcode: 4040 

 

Or to use one tap mobile 

+13126266799,,86446388243#,,,,*4040# 

 

You can also download and import the following iCalendar (.ics) files to your 

calendar system. 

Weekly: https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/tZIpc--rpjMoHtf29MoL-4ADIOhte-

Mb4Ms3/ics?icsToken=98tyKuGuqj8sGdydsh2ERpwABo-gM-

nxiFxBgrdbzkbIDAweNiLSH81KJrcyPdqE 

 

 

I know that is a lot of information, so please feel free to call or email with any 

questions. 

 

In Christ, 

 

Pastor Dan 
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